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The Director, National' Reconnaissance Office 

S U B J E C T : O p e r a ?i o na 1 A s poet .a o f t h e Na t i o nal A e co ana issance 

Office (NRO) (S) 

R o fe r o n c e : C / J C S rn c rn o to Sec Del, subject us above, dated 

2 May 63 {file CM 5*12-63). 


I have reviewed the above referenced memo:*, 
reached the following co,u;lusiona. 


.r and have 


a. I agree in principle with the m e^ctge - 

ment recommended by the Director; National Reconnaisjjr 
Office, and concurred in by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

b. Final agreement on this organisational arrangement 

is contingent upon J CS/D i r velar , NAO concurrence m the explicit 
a d d itio n a 1 d uti o s t o b e p * ; r f c > r n e d l > y the JRC in in is con n e c t ” < » a . 
Accordingly, I am t. ran. Knitting as I the Terms of 

Reference for these additional JAG duties . I understand these Ter-n 
of Reference are acceptable to the parlies cor.cc mod. I am also 
transmitting as Attachment II, for any further JCS commenta, a 
delineation of proposed additional m actions and responsibility e s of 
the JRC, compatible with tno To r ran of Reference, which wmmd 
also t o r rn t ; \ e h a s is f o :* r. i o *. i 1. 1 i. c a t i j ; » o f the JRC cr*art e r . Is no ui d 
like to be- informed of final JCS /Director, NRO c«'-acu r r^nce on 

t h esc : n .iter r» h y J u u e 1 0 , i >» 63 

c. I agree with thv specific recommendation of the 

Dir -:ior, NAO, concurred m by the Chiefs, that NRO responsibility 
f ur uirc r a ft o v c r fl i gl x X s w i 1 1 sk if t t o t h o J o L n t C h i c£s of Staff’ i n 
per Iocs of tension. Such shifts of responsibility will be submitted 
to t 


he Secretary o £ jD-aJfonso lor appro 
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d. I do not concur in the JCS proposal that R?*D respon- 
sibilities for satellite reconnaissance systems to be used in central 
or limited war be assigned to the military Services. It is my 
present view that responsibility tor reconnaissance satellite KltD 
and operation should remain as assigned in the National- Recon- 
naissance Office, and that adequate mechanisms exist to promulgate 
the development of such systems for potential employment through 
National Reconnaissance Oific© -channels. 

c. 1 request that the JCS by June 24, 1963, inform the 
Director, National Reconnaissance Office of any established and 
approved IU<D requirement o for realistic employment of satellites 
for reconnaissance in central and limited wars which, in the opinion 
of the JCS, are yet to be fulfilled or would require different implemen- 
tation. 
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